
Members Meeting

November 12, 2019

111/12/2019



Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions

• Officers’ Report and Upcoming Meetings (10 min)

• Jennie Dean Park Update (5 min)

• Shirlington Goes to the Dogs (60 min)
• Animal Welfare League of Arlington – Samuel Wolbert
• Shirlington Dog Park – Keith Fred
• Dogma Gourmet Dog Bakery & Boutique – Sheila Raebel

• Community Comments/Requests (5 min)

• Adjourn (8:30 pm)
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Upcoming Meetings

Wednesday Nov 20th – Shirlington Land Use Planning Study 
Public Forum
From 7:00-9:00 p.m. at WETA (3939 Campbell Avenue)

Nov 21 & 23 – Jennie Dean Park – Final Design! 
Community Open House (come any time during these hours):
Sat., Nov. 23 from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Shirlington Branch Library

NO SCA Meeting in December! 

Tuesday January 13th – SCA Meeting

SCA Board is available to give brief updates at HOA Meetings!
 Contact president@shirlingtoncivicassociation.org or (703) 347-1382
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SCA meets on the second 
Monday (usually) of every 
other month

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ID required to enter Shirlington Planning Study meeting at WETA. We discussed in Oct meeting. Jennie Dean Park meetings will be kid-friendly. Design will be posted online as well. Alt date: Thurs., Nov. 21 from 6:30-8 p.m. Charles Drew Community Center

mailto:president@shirlingtoncivicassociation.org


Jennie Dean Park 
Moves Ahead
• Final park design coming out Nov 21

• Available at community open houses or online at
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/jennie-dean-park/

• Rezoning is up for County Board approval Nov 16
• Designating the new parcels as "Public" on the General Land 

Use Plan
• Rezoning all the park parcels to a consistent zone.
• Removing 27th St between Nelson St and WETA from the 

Master Transportation Plan, so part of it can be incorporated 
into the park

• Phase 1 construction contract also up for Board approval

• Construction starts in 1st quarter of 2020
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
County Board Sat Nov 16 starts at 8:30 A.M, park items are the 2nd and 3rd regular hearing items.

https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/jennie-dean-park/


SHIRLINGTON 
GOES TO THE DOGS!

Or, How Our Furry Friends 
and the People Who Love Them 

Shaped Our Neighborhood’s 
Culture and Economy 

Meet the Leaders Series



Animal Welfare 
League of Arlington
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Samuel Wolbert, President & CEO

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bring up AWLA slides



Shirlington Dog Park
Keith Fred, Shirlington Dogs II
• Open every day of the year during daylight hours

• Receives over 200,000 visits annually

• Consistently named one of the best dog parks in the region
• Including June 2018 issue of Northern Virginia Magazine

• Shirlington Dogs II is County-recognized sponsoring group
• Nonprofit Corporation 501(c)(3) 
• Volunteer board of directors assists with daily park maintenance
• Publishes e-newsletter

• Corporate sponsors: 
• New District Brewing, Shirlington Animal Hospital, Cherry Blossom 

Properties, Fur-Get-Me-Not, Wag More Dogs, Muddy Mutt, Doody 
Calls 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The current board members are:  Keith Fred, Tina Worden, Carlton Willis, Lindsay DeLay, and Mike Greiner.

https://www.northernvirginiamag.com/best-of-nova-2018-pets/


Origins of Shirlington Dog Park
• Citizen-led and volunteer-run

• 1980-85: Dog exercise began on covered former dumping 
ground

• 2000: Shirlington Dogs formed, helped lobby for more dog 
parks

• Unofficial County support included rocks for “stairs” to stream 
and park benches (recycled from other parks)

• 2005: Arlington County dog park system established 
• Gates funded by Neighborhood Conservation program grant
• Fence erected in 2005 were the only other major County 

contribution

• Became one of the region’s first officially recognized off-leash 
dog exercise areas

• Fervent county-wide citizen response headed off County 
proposals to move dog park or make it smaller in 2017
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unnamed Parks Deputy and DES staff member (now happily retired) helped out. 



Dogma Gourmet Dog 
Bakery & Boutique
Sheila Raebel, Owner
• Established 2000, locally owned

• Pet food, treats, equipment, fun stuff, grooming

• Pet adoption events and fundraisers for pet volunteer 
organizations

• Fosters cats from Lucky Dog Animal Rescue until 
adopted

• Emergency relief: animal crates and cases of water, 
bleach, and food to Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria
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12th Annual Wags n’ Whiskers

• More than 5,000 visitors in 2019!
• Hundreds of dogs came with their people

• 67 exhibitors including:
• Training and veterinary services
• Rescue organizations
• Animal accessories
• Pet portraits

• One of the Village of Shirlington’s most popular events
• Started by some local dog lovers
• Carried on by Federal Realty Investment Trust (FRIT)
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All This Led to…Economic growth!
• Attracting repeat visitors to the Village from miles away

• Real estate sales and rentals
• People want to move here, even without Metro

• Jobs – formal and informal

• Businesses in the Village and the nearby industrial area
• Food and supplies
• Grooming and walking services
• Training and boarding services

• Shirlington Animal Hospital

• Pet-centric events in the Village and at AWLA

• Pet-friendly restaurants drawing pet lovers to patios
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…And a few issues to 
manage
• Protecting our trees

• Pilot program to protect young trees from dog urine?

• Periodic water quality issues in the stream 

• Bad human behavior
• Not picking up after dogs
• Allowing them to urinate on trees and planters
• Littering 

• Barking is inevitable

• Thanks to everyone who helps by picking up after 
others
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are problems that come with pets, issues to manage: picking up poop, trees, bad behavior, water quality affects dogs who play in the stream



Community Questions / 
Requests
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Winter Fun Dates
• Dec 5th 6-8:30 p.m. – Light Up the Village

• Library Plaza and street

• Dec 7th 6-8 p.m. – Santa phot0s
• Dogma Bakery
• $25 donation to Lucky Dog Animal Rescue

• Dec 11th 6:30-7:30 p.m. – Smarty Pets: Bunny-Ready 
Homes
• Animal Welfare League, register at https://www.awla.org/event

• Dec 21st at 8:00 a.m.-noon – Breakfast with Santa 
• Hilton Garden Inn
• Bring donation of non-perishable food items  for AFAC
• For reservation call 703-820-0440 (ask for Musa or Sales)
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See you around the Village!
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